
        

First we must identify the situation, problem, or sin. Use a story from the bible or a personal experience to 
help bring your devotion to life. This is our opportunity to open the readers eyes and shine light on what may 
or may not be going on in their lives and the world around them. Be sure to use a powerful statement or 
question to really capture the readers attention. 
        
        

You've identified the issue and captured the reader's attention. Now it's time to direct them to the nourishing 
truth found in God's word and show them what it says. In a friendly and compassionate manner, try to 
answer these questions for our reader: What do the scriptures say about this issue?  Does God provide 
specific directions for us on how to handle the subject? What lesson can we learn?  

        

Now that we've identified the problem and pointed them to the seeds of truth in Gods word, it's time to instill 
hope and confidence in the readers heart. Does God's word offer comfort about the issue? Is there a promise 
in His word that our reader needs to be reminded of? Answering questions like these will encourage and 
prepare our reader's heart for the next step. 

       

We want the truth and wisdom we've shared with our reader to take root and grow.  Once our reader's 
heart has been prepared, it's time to reinforce what God's word says and remind them how it applies to 
them. This can be done with a powerful closing statement or a challenging question to inspire the reader to 
want to make a change. In other words, if your reader were to only remember one piece of information from 
your devotion, what would you want it to be? 

  

The I.D.E.A. Method 
Identification~direction~Encouragement~Application 

How to write a devotion using the I.D.E.A. method. 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 [NIV] 
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“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 (NIV)

The time had come for Joshua to lead the Israelites into the land God had promised them. (Joshua 1:1-4) 

The scriptures don’t tell us what Joshua was thinking when God told him to lead the Israelites into the Promised 
Land. Leading God’s people was big deal. I can’t help but wonder if he was afraid of the obstacles he would face? 
Did he worry about failing? Did he wonder if he was the right man for such an important job? 

We may never know whether these thoughts crossed Joshua’s mind or not. What we do know, is that God gave 
him the reassurance he needed before he began his journey. God instructed Joshua to obey His word and not turn 
from it. He promised that He would never leave him or forsake him. He told him to not be afraid or discouraged. 
And He commanded him to be bold and courageous. (Joshua 1:5-9) 

God knew exactly what Joshua and the Israelites would have to face on the road ahead. He saw every obstacle; 
there would be rivers to cross, lands to conquer, and battles to win. God’s words gave Joshua the strength and 
courage he needed to complete his task. And with God by his side he eventually led the Israelites into the Promised 
Land. 

  
The words God spoke to Joshua are for us too. When God asks us to do something for him that seems impossible, 
we can take comfort in knowing He will be with us. We don’t have to worry about failing. We don’t have to be 
anxious about the obstacles that lie ahead. We don’t have to wonder if we are good enough to complete the tasks 
before us. 

All we need to do is put our trust in Him. He’s already worked out all of the details. 

Prayer: 
Lord we praise you for the promises in your word. We thank you that wherever we go you are always with us. 
Help us to boldly leave the details to you and courageously accept any task you put before us. In Jesus’ name we 
pray Amen!

Example of a Petals of Wisdom devotion using the I.D.E.A. method

Don't Worry, God Worked Out The Details 
By Kelly Basham 

*If you have additional questions please refer to the Guest Post & FAQ page. 
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